Lumbrical and interossei recording in severe carpal tunnel syndrome.
Patients with severe carpal tunnel syndrome (CTS) may occasionally have absent median motor and sensory responses; in these cases, it is not possible to accurately localize the median mononeuropathy to the wrist using standard electrodiagnostic tests. We prospectively investigated the use of comparing the median motor latency to the second lumbrical and the ulnar motor latency to the interossei muscles in 28 patient hands with severe CTS and absent median motor and sensory responses. We found a prolonged latency difference in 92.8%. Along with its use in mild CTS, study of the lumbrical-interossei latency difference is helpful in patients with severe CTS with absent median motor and sensory responses.